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Curriculum Guide

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years Programme (MYP) culminates in Grade 10

(Year 5), a pivotal academic junction that serves as both the peak of the middle years and the

essential bridge to the Diploma Programme (DP). Within this framework, English Language and

Literature stands as a foundational pillar, designed to foster high-level critical thinking, nuanced

communication, and a sophisticated understanding of how language shapes reality. In Grade 10,

the curriculum shifts from foundational literacy toward advanced analytical deconstruction,

requiring students to engage with complex texts and global contexts through a technical and

conceptual lens.

The Theoretical Framework of MYP Language and Literature

The MYP Language and Literature curriculum is not merely a collection of books to read; it is a

conceptual framework designed to develop multiliteracy skills. At the Grade 10 level, the

technical focus is on the interplay between the author's purpose, the audience's perception, and

the socio-historical context of the text. This is achieved through three main pillars: Key Concepts,

Related Concepts, and Global Contexts.

Key Concepts in Grade 10 English

Key concepts provide a broad perspective for study and help students make connections between

different disciplines. In the English A (Language and Literature) classroom, four primary key

concepts are prioritized:

- Communication: The exchange or transfer of signals, facts, ideas, and symbols. In Grade 10,

this involves analyzing how stylistic choices facilitate or hinder the transmission of a specific

message.

- Connections: The links, bonds, and relationships among people, objects, aspects, or ideas.

Students examine how a 21st-century text might connect to classical literary archetypes.

- Creativity: The process of generating novel ideas and considering existing ideas from new

perspectives. This is often assessed through the "Producing Text" criterion where students

create their own original works.

- Perspective: The position from which something is observed or considered. Grade 10 requires
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students to analyze multiple perspectives within a single narrative or across different media.

The Role of Global Contexts

Global contexts provide the "why" of learning. Grade 10 units are typically framed around one of

the following six contexts to ensure real-world relevance:

1. Identities and Relationships: Exploring the nature of the self and human relationships.

2. Orientation in Space and Time: Personal histories, turning points, and human journeys.

3. Personal and Cultural Expression: How we discover and express ideas, feelings, and culture.

4. Scientific and Technical Innovation: The impact of environments on human activity.

5. Globalization and Sustainability: The interconnectedness of human-made systems.

6. Fairness and Development: Rights, responsibilities, and the struggle for shared resources.

Assessment Methodology: The Four-Criterion Model

Assessment in MYP Grade 10 is criterion-related, meaning student performance is measured

against pre-defined rubrics rather than against other students. Each of the four criteria is weighted

equally and scored on a scale of 0 to 8.

Detailed Breakdown of Assessment Criteria
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Criterion Focus Area Technical Requirements for Grade 10

A: Analysing Textual Analysis Identify and explain content, context,

language, structure, and technique.

Justify opinions with detailed

evidence.

B: Organising Structure & Coherence Employ organizational structures

that serve the context and intention.

Use formatting and referencing

(MLA/APA) accurately.

C: Producing Text Creative/Analytical Production Produce texts that demonstrate

insight, imagination, and sensitivity.

Make stylistic choices aligned with a

target audience.

D: Using Language Linguistic Proficiency Use a diverse range of appropriate

vocabulary, sentence structures, and

terminology. Maintain a consistent

and appropriate register.
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The "Best-Fit" Approach to Marking

IB educators utilize the best-fit model for grading. This means a student does not necessarily

need to meet every single descriptor in a band to achieve that score, but their work must

consistently align with the overall characteristics of that level. In Grade 10, the descriptors become

significantly more demanding, shifting from "describes" in Grade 8 to "critically analyzes and

evaluates" in the final year.

Technical Workflow: Deconstructing a Non-Literary Text

A core requirement of the Grade 10 syllabus is the ability to deconstruct non-literary bodies of

work, such as advertisements, political speeches, or infographics. The following procedural

workflow is utilized by high-performing students to ensure a technical and holistic analysis.

Step 1: Contextual Mapping

Before reading the text, students must identify the communicative purpose. Is the text meant to

persuade, inform, entertain, or provoke? Identifying the target demographic (age, socioeconomic

status, cultural background) is critical for Criterion A.

Step 2: Structural Deconstruction

Analyze the architecture of the text. For a visual text, this includes the Rule of Thirds, vectors, and

focal points. For a written text, this involves analyzing the syntax (paratactic vs. hypotactic

structures) and the progression of the argument.

Step 3: Stylistic Analysis (The PETAL Formula)

To meet the requirements of Criterion B (Organising), students often employ the PETAL (Point,

Evidence, Technique, Analysis, Link) formula to ensure each paragraph is technically sound:

- Point: State the main argumentative claim of the paragraph.

- Evidence: Provide a direct quote or a specific reference to a visual element.

- Technique: Name the literary or visual device (e.g., synecdoche, anaphora, juxtaposition).

- Analysis: Explain *how* the technique creates meaning for the audience. This is the most

weighted part of the response.

- Link: Connect the paragraph back to the overarching thesis or global context.

Comparative Analysis: MYP Grade 10 vs. DP Language A

As Grade 10 is the final year of the MYP, it is designed to align with the rigors of the Diploma

Programme. The following table compares the expectations to illustrate the progression.
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Feature MYP Grade 10 (Year 5) DP Language A (Year 1/2)

Primary Goal Conceptual understanding and skill

development.

Critical evaluation and synthesis of

literature/culture.

Assessment Type Internal assessments and optional

eAssessment.

External Exams (Paper 1 & 2) and

Internal Assessment (IO).

Textual Depth Focus on genre conventions and

basic stylistic effects.

Focus on nuance, ambiguity, and

complex theoretical lenses.

Word Count Expectations 700-1,200 words for major essays. 1,200-1,500+ words for high-stakes

essays.

Research Introduction to academic honesty

and citations.

Mandatory mastery of academic

referencing and theory.
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Curriculum Components and Text Types

The Grade 10 curriculum is divided into units of inquiry. A typical year-long plan includes a balance

of literary and non-literary works. The IB requires students to interact with diverse authors and

media types.

Literary Text Types

Students must engage with three main literary genres:

- Drama: Analysis of Shakespearean plays or modern realism (e.g., Ibsen or Miller), focusing on

stage directions, subtext, and soliloquies.

- Poetry: Deep dive into meter, rhyme schemes, and figurative language across different eras,

from Romanticism to Spoken Word.

- Prose: Novels and short stories that challenge social norms or explore the human condition

(e.g., dystopian fiction like *1984* or *The Handmaid's Tale*).

Non-Literary Text Types

The modern MYP emphasizes multimodal literacy. This includes:

1. Media Texts: Documentaries, social media campaigns, and news reports.

2. Visual Texts: Editorial cartoons, photography, and graphic novels (e.g., *Persepolis* or

*Maus*).

3. Oratory: Speeches and podcasts, focusing on rhetorical devices like ethos, pathos, and logos.

Practical Implementation: Creating a Revision Strategy

For students aiming for the top boundary (Levels 7-8), a structured approach to skill acquisition is

necessary. This is not about memorizing plots but about mastering the mechanics of language.

The Technical Checklist for Student Success

- Criterion A: Can I identify at least three distinct stylistic devices in this unseen passage? Can I

explain the specific effect on the reader beyond saying "it makes it more interesting"?

- Criterion B: Does my essay flow logically? Have I used transitional signposts (e.g.,

"consequently," "in contrast," "furthermore")?

- Criterion C: In my creative writing, have I adopted the specific register of the character or

persona I am assuming?

- Criterion D: Have I checked for subject-verb agreement and eliminated repetitive vocabulary?

Page 6 of 7



TECHNICAL GUIDE | TECHNICAL PAPER

Case Study: Analyzing the Impact of Dystopian Literature in
Grade 10

In many Grade 10 classrooms, the study of dystopian literature serves as the capstone unit. This

unit typically connects to the Global Context of Fairness and Development. Let's look at a

technical workflow for this specific unit.

Unit Inquiry Statement

"Authors use the conventions of dystopian fiction to critique contemporary power structures and

warn against the erosion of individual agency."

Technical Failure Modes and Solutions

In this unit, students often struggle with differentiating between summary and analysis. A

summary states *what* happens (e.g., "Winston is watched by Big Brother"). An analysis explains

*how* the author communicates the theme (e.g., "Orwell utilizes the motif of the 'telescreen' to

create a pervasive sense of panopticism, thereby reflecting the psychological toll of total

surveillance").

Solution: Teachers should implement a "No Plot Rule" in drafting phases, where students are

forbidden from describing the story and must only write about the author's choices (verbs like

"juxtaposes," "underscores," "critiques," "subverts").

Strategic Alignment and Future Pathways

The transition from MYP Grade 10 English Language and Literature to the DP is a significant leap

in cognitive demand. However, the technical skills honed in the MYP-specifically the ability to

deconstruct a text through a conceptual lens-are exactly what is required for the DP's Individual

Oral (IO) and Paper 1. 

Students who master the MYP criteria find that they are not just better readers, but more critical

consumers of information in a digital age. They learn to identify bias, understand the mechanics of

persuasion, and express complex ideas with clarity and precision. This pedagogical approach

ensures that by the time a student completes Grade 10, they possess the intellectual toolkit

necessary to navigate the complexities of higher education and the global professional landscape.

The emphasis on reflection, a core part of the IB learner profile, encourages students to look back

at their growth over the five years of the MYP, acknowledging that language is not a static subject

but a dynamic, living system that shapes our world.
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