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The landscape of German as a Foreign Language (Deutsch als Fremdsprache - DaF) has been

significantly shaped by instructional materials that bridge the gap between theoretical linguistics

and practical communicative competence. Among the most prominent of these frameworks is Aus

sichten B1.1, a specialized segment of the broader Aussichten series published by Ernst Klett

Sprachen GmbH. Designed specifically for adult learners, this curriculum serves as a critical

transition point within the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR),

taking students from the basic survival skills of the A2 level into the independent usage required for

B1 proficiency.

This technical analysis explores the structural, pedagogical, and logistical components of the

Aussichten B1.1 package. By examining its modular design, the integration of multi-media

components such as audio CDs, and the narrative-driven instructional methodology, we can

understand why it remains a standard in integration courses and adult education centers across

German-speaking territories.

Theoretical Framework and CEFR Alignment

The CEFR B1 level, often referred to as the "Independent User" threshold, represents a phase

where learners must transition from structured, predictable interactions to more complex, abstract,

and spontaneous communication. Aussichten B1.1 is engineered to facilitate this transition by

focusing on the first half of the B1 requirements. At this stage, the pedagogical objective is to

ensure the learner can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters

regularly encountered in work, school, and leisure.

The B1.1 Progression Model

Unlike lower levels that focus on immediate needs, the B1.1 curriculum introduces narrative

complexity. The technical progression within Aussichten B1.1 involves a shift toward more

complex syntax, including the systematic use of subordinate clauses, the passive voice, and the

subjunctive mood (Konjunktiv II). This isn't merely an expansion of vocabulary but a fundamental

shift in the cognitive processing of the German language.

Modular Instructional Design
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The series utilizes a modular structure that allows instructors to customize the learning path

according to the specific needs of their cohort. Each module is built around a central theme,

integrating four core competencies: reading, writing, listening, and speaking. The Kurs- und

Arbeitsbuch (Course and Workbook) serves as a dual-purpose tool that provides both the primary

instructional content and the necessary reinforcement exercises.

Technical Specifications and Material Composition

For educational administrators and procurement officers, the physical and digital specifications of

the Aussichten B1.1 suite are vital for resource planning. The material is categorized under specific

bibliographic identifiers to ensure version control within academic institutions.

Product Identification and Metadata
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Feature Technical Specification

Publisher Ernst Klett Sprachen GmbH (Stuttgart, Germany)

Edition 1st Edition (Released August 30, 2011)

ISBN-10 3126762255

ISBN-13 978-3126762250

Page Count Approximately 216 pages (Softcover/Taschenbuch)

Components Kursbuch, Arbeitsbuch, 2 Audio-CDs, Lektionstests

Language German (Monolingual instruction)
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The inclusion of two Audio-CDs is a critical technical component. Unlike contemporary apps that

may provide fragmented audio snippets, these CDs contain extended listening passages, including

the "Hörspiel" (audio play) elements that are central to the Aussichten narrative pedagogy. This

ensures that learners are exposed to a variety of dialects, registers, and conversational speeds.

Narrative Pedagogy: The Case of the Vogel Family

One of the distinguishing features of Aussichten B1.1 is its use of a consistent narrative thread to

maintain learner engagement and provide a contextual framework for new linguistic structures. The

Vogel family and other recurring characters are used throughout the B1.1 level to ground abstract

grammar in real-world scenarios.

Psycholinguistic Impact of Narrative Learning

By following the lives of specific characters, learners build schema-based knowledge. Instead of

learning isolated grammar rules for "relative clauses," students learn how to describe the

relationships between the Vogel family members. This method reduces the cognitive load of

learning new grammar by anchoring it in a familiar social context. Technically, this is referred to as 

contextualized learning, which has been shown to improve long-term retention of vocabulary and

syntactic patterns.

The "Hörspiel" as a Technical Tool

The audio play (Hörspiel) components are not merely for entertainment. They serve as a primary

source for prosodic training. Learners listen for intonation, word stress, and rhythm-elements that

are often neglected in traditional textbook-heavy courses but are essential for reaching B1 fluency.

Curriculum Breakdown: Key Linguistic Components

The Aussichten B1.1 level is divided into specific lessons that target specialized grammatical and

lexical domains. Below is a breakdown of the technical linguistic objectives typically covered in this

volume.

1. Advanced Syntax and Sentence Architecture

Learners move beyond the Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) structure to master inverted word order

and the placement of objects (Dative/Accusative) within complex sentences. The introduction of

relative clauses (Relativsätze) allows students to provide detailed descriptions of people and

objects, a key requirement for B1 certification exams like the Goethe-Zertifikat B1 or the DTZ

(Deutsch-Test für Zuwanderer).

2. Verbal Moods and Voice

A significant portion of the B1.1 technical manual is dedicated to the Passive Voice (Passiv). In a
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professional German context, understanding how to describe processes without focusing on the

actor is essential. Additionally, the Konjunktiv II is introduced to handle polite requests,

hypothetical situations, and unreal wishes, which are crucial for social integration and workplace

etiquette.

3. Lexical Expansion: Professional and Social Integration

The vocabulary in Aussichten B1.1 shifts toward professional communication. Topics include job

applications, workplace safety, healthcare interactions, and navigating the bureaucracy of

German-speaking countries. This aligns with the "Integration Spezial" track mentioned in the Klett

catalog, designed to help migrants and expatriates function within the German legal and social

system.

Implementation and Instructional Workflow

For language instructors, implementing Aussichten B1.1 requires a structured approach to the Leitf

aden (instructional guide). The following workflow represents the standard operating procedure for

a typical module within this curriculum.

Step-by-Step Instructional Procedure

1. Diagnostic Phase: Use the Kopiervorlagen (photocopiable templates) to assess the baseline

knowledge of the student group. This is particularly important for the transition from A2 to

B1.1.

2. Introduction of Narrative Context: Present the current chapter of the Vogel family saga. This

creates a situational motivation for the lesson.

3. Audio-Visual Engagement: Play the Audio-CD segments to establish the phonological basis of

the lesson's vocabulary.

4. Structural Analysis: Explicitly teach the grammar points found in the Kursbuch.

5. Reinforcement: Assign the corresponding exercises in the Arbeitsbuch. The Arbeitsbuch

exercises are designed for high-repetition, ensuring that the "mechanical" aspect of grammar

becomes second nature.

6. Evaluation: Conduct Lektionstests (Lesson Tests) to measure competency before moving to

the next module.

Comparison Matrix: Aussichten Levels A1 through B1

To understand where B1.1 fits in the educational roadmap, it is helpful to compare it against the

other tiers of the Aussichten series.
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Level Focus Area Complexity Instructional Goal

A1 Basic Orientation Low (Simple sentences) Immediate survival and

basic introduction.

A2 Routine Interaction Moderate (Past tense) Exchanging information on

familiar tasks.

B1.1 Independent Usage (I) High (Relative clauses,

Passiv)

Detailed expression and

narrative capability.

B1.2 Independent Usage (II) Advanced (Abstract

discussion)

Full B1 proficiency and

exam readiness.
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As shown in the table, B1.1 is the bridge where complexity ramps up significantly, moving from

routine interaction to independent narrative capability.

Technological Ecosystem: Digital Integration and Support

Modern DaF instruction is increasingly digital. Ernst Klett Sprachen has integrated the Aussichten

B1.1 materials into a broader technological ecosystem. This includes the IZZI platform and the Kle

tt Chmura (Cloud) services, which allow for a blended learning approach.

The Role of IZZI and Strefa Ucznia

These platforms provide interactive versions of the Kurs- and Arbeitsbuch. For the learner, this

means access to digital exercises that provide immediate feedback. For the instructor, it offers a Di

agnostic Tool (Diagnoza Klett) to track student progress in real-time. This data-driven approach

allows for targeted interventions, helping students who may be struggling with specific B1.1

concepts like prepositions with the genitive case or complex adjective endings.

Multilingual Support

While the primary materials are in German to facilitate immersion, supplementary guides are often

available in multiple languages to support international learners, making it a versatile tool for global

language schools.

Common Operational Challenges and Solutions

Transitions in language learning are rarely seamless. Instructors and students frequently encounter

specific hurdles when engaging with B1.1 level content.

The "B1 Plateau"

Many students feel they have stopped progressing when they reach B1. This is because the

volume of vocabulary increases exponentially, and grammar becomes more nuanced. Solution:

Use the narrative elements of Aussichten to keep the focus on communication rather than pure

rote memorization. Ensure that the Audio-CDs are used not just for listening but for "Shadowing"

(repeating after the speaker) to build muscle memory.

Managing Heterogeneous Groups

In integration courses, learners often have varying speeds of acquisition. Solution: The Lektionst

ests and Leitfaden provided by Klett offer differentiated instruction options, allowing faster

students to engage with more complex "Integration Spezial" texts while others focus on core

competency reinforcement.

Synthesizing the Aussichten Methodology
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The efficacy of the Aussichten B1.1 framework lies in its balance between rigorous grammatical

structure and engaging, narrative-driven content. By focusing on the needs of adult learners and

providing a clear, modular path through the complexities of the German language, it ensures that

the transition to independent usage is both manageable and measurable. The inclusion of

high-quality audio components, combined with a robust digital ecosystem through platforms like

IZZI, positions this series as a comprehensive solution for modern DaF instruction.

Ultimately, the goal of Aussichten B1.1 is not just to teach German grammar, but to provide

learners with the tools to navigate the social and professional realities of life in Germany, Austria,

and Switzerland. Whether used in an intensive integration course or a private language school, the

technical depth and pedagogical sophistication of these materials provide a solid foundation for

achieving full B1 proficiency and beyond. The legacy of Ernst Klett Sprachen as a leader in

educational publishing is clearly reflected in the meticulous design and enduring relevance of the

Aussichten series.
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