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The Cambridge International AS & A Level English Language (9093) syllabus represents a

rigorous academic framework designed to cultivate a sophisticated understanding of English as a

medium for contemporary communication. Within this framework, Paper 2 (Writing) serves as a

critical assessment of a candidate's ability to manipulate language with precision, purpose, and

stylistic flair. For students navigating the 2021 syllabus updates, the challenge lies not only in

linguistic proficiency but in the technical application of genre-specific conventions across diverse

communicative contexts.

1. Theoretical Framework of the 9093 Syllabus

The 9093 syllabus is anchored in the belief that language is a dynamic tool shaped by context,

audience, and purpose. Unlike introductory courses, the AS & A Level demand a granular

awareness of how lexical choices, syntactic structures, and discourse markers influence

meaning. The syllabus aims to develop three core competencies:

- Analytical Insight: The ability to deconstruct how language functions in various texts.

- Creative Synthesis: The capacity to generate original narratives and descriptive passages that

adhere to high-level aesthetic standards.

- Argumentative Precision: The skill of constructing persuasive or informative texts tailored to

specific demographic profiles.

Paper 2 specifically focuses on the latter two, requiring candidates to pivot between the imaginative

and the utilitarian with seamless technical accuracy.

2. Core Mechanics of Paper 2: Writing

Paper 2 is an externally assessed component with a duration of 2 hours. It carries 50 marks, which

are divided equally between two sections. Candidates must answer two questions in total:

Question 1 from Section A and either Question 2 or Question 3 from Section B. This structure

ensures that candidates demonstrate both creative and transactional writing capabilities.

2.1 Assessment Objectives (AO) Hierarchy
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Success in Paper 2 is predicated on meeting AO2: Writing. This objective requires candidates to:

1. Write clearly, accurately, and creatively for a variety of purposes and audiences.

2. Use appropriate language and style for different forms of writing.

3. Organize and structure ideas effectively to achieve a specific effect.

2.2 Technical Breakdown of Section A: Imaginative Writing

Section A focuses on Imaginative Writing, which typically manifests as a narrative or descriptive

task. A common requirement is to write the opening or ending of a story/novel. This task is not

merely about "storytelling" but about the technical application of narrative theory. Candidates are

assessed on their ability to establish setting, develop character through indirect characterization,

and manipulate pace.

2.3 Technical Breakdown of Section B: Writing for an Audience

Section B, Writing for an Audience, shifts the focus to transactional and discursive modes. This

includes articles, reviews, letters, speeches, or scripts. The technical requirement here is rhetorica

l sophistication. Candidates must adopt a specific persona and maintain a consistent voice that

resonates with a designated audience (e.g., teenagers, professionals, or local government

officials).

3. Structural Comparison of Paper 2 Components

The following table illustrates the diverging requirements and technical focuses of the two sections

within Paper 2.
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Feature Section A: Imaginative Writing Section B: Writing for an Audience

Primary Goal To evoke emotion, create

atmosphere, or build narrative

tension.

To inform, persuade, argue, or

review for a specific demographic.

Word Count Expectation 600-900 words. 600-900 words.

Key Linguistic Devices Sensory imagery, metaphor,

personification, varied sentence

lengths.

Rhetorical questions, anaphora,

statistics (hypothetical), emotive

language.

Structure Non-linear or linear narrative; focus

on "Show, Don't Tell."

Logical progression, sub-headings (if

article), formal/informal register.

Success Metric Atmospheric immersion and stylistic

control.

Rhetorical impact and audience

engagement.
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4. Advanced Narrative Engineering in Section A

For Section A, candidates are often asked to write descriptive pieces or narrative arcs. To achieve 

Level 5 (Top Band) marks, one must employ specific engineering techniques in their prose.

4.1 The "Show, Don't Tell" Formula

In technical terms, this is the transition from summary to scene. Instead of stating "The man was

angry" (Tell), a high-level candidate might write: "A rhythmic pulse throbbed in his jaw as his

knuckles whitened against the mahogany desk" (Show). This uses somatic indicators to convey

psychological states.

4.2 Manipulating Chronotope and Pacing

The chronotope (the configuration of time and space in language) is vital. In a descriptive task,

time may be suspended to focus on micro-details. In a narrative task, pace is controlled through p

arataxis (short, choppy sentences for tension) or hypotaxis (complex, multi-clausal sentences for

reflection or slow movement).

5. Rhetorical Architectures for Section B

Writing for an audience requires an understanding of Aristotelian Triad: Ethos, Pathos, and

Logos. Even in a simple review or speech, these elements provide the structural integrity needed

for a high score.

5.1 The Register Matrix

Candidates must select a register based on a 2x2 matrix of Formality vs. Purpose:

- High Formality / Persuasive: A speech to a board of directors. Requires complex syntax and

abstract lexical choices.

- Low Formality / Informative: A blog post for peers. Requires idioms, direct address ("you"), and

contractions.

- Neutral / Analytical: A review of a documentary. Requires balanced evaluation and technical

terminology.

5.2 Discourse Markers and Cohesion

Structural cohesion is achieved through discourse markers. For Level 5 performance, candidates

should avoid basic markers like "Firstly" or "Secondly" in favor of more nuanced transitions such as

"Conversely," "Building upon this premise," or "This sentiment is echoed in..."

6. Analysis of Specimen Paper 9093/02
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Examination of the 2021 specimen papers reveals a clear trend toward requiring situational

awareness. For instance, Question 1 often provides a prompt that limits the scope: "Write the

opening of a story about a character who finds an old map." The technical challenge here is world-

building within the first 100 words. The examiner is looking for immediate establishment of genre

(Is it a thriller? A historical drama?) and narrative voice (First person intimate? Third person

omniscient?).

7. Quantitative Assessment: The Marking Rubric Breakdown

The Cambridge mark scheme is divided into two primary categories: Selection and Application of

Information (Content) and Structure and Accuracy (Style). Below is a breakdown of how marks

are typically distributed across these qualitative bands.
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Band Descriptor Technical Requirements

Level 5 (21-25) Sophisticated & Perceptive Highly controlled stylistic effects;

near-perfect technical accuracy;

sophisticated vocabulary.

Level 4 (16-20) Effective & Consistent Relevant and engaging; clear sense

of purpose; minor technical slips that

do not impede meaning.

Level 3 (11-15) Relevant & Competent Plain but accurate; predictable

structure; limited use of advanced

rhetorical devices.

Level 2 (6-10) Partial & Limited Basic understanding; frequent

technical errors; narrative or

argument lacks development.
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8. Step-by-Step Procedural Guide for Exam Execution

To maximize efficiency during the 2-hour window, candidates should follow a structured workflow:

1. Deconstruction (10 mins): Identify the TAP (Text type, Audience, Purpose) for both selected

questions. Highlight keywords in the prompt.

2. Architectural Planning (15 mins): Draft a "Skeleton Structure." For Section A, this is a plot

graph or descriptive focus points. For Section B, this is a list of 3-4 main arguments/points.

3. Drafting Question 1 (45 mins): Focus on the inciting incident or atmosphere. Ensure the first

paragraph "hooks" the reader through stylistic control.

4. Drafting Question 2/3 (45 mins): Ensure the voice is distinct. If writing a review, use evaluative

adjectives. If a speech, use inclusive pronouns ("we," "us").

5. Technical Audit (5 mins): Scan for subject-verb agreement, tense consistency, and

punctuation variety (commas, semicolons, dashes).

9. Troubleshooting Common Failure Modes

Even proficient English speakers often falter in 9093/02 due to specific technical oversights. Here

are the most common failure modes and their solutions:

9.1 Error: Tense Shifting

The Issue: In Section A, candidates often start in the past tense but drift into the present tense

during action sequences.

The Solution: Establish a "Master Tense" during the planning phase. If using present tense for

immediacy, ensure all auxiliary verbs remain consistent.

9.2 Error: Register Inconsistency

The Issue: In Section B, a candidate writing a formal letter might use slang or informal contractions

("it's," "don't").

The Solution: Perform a "Voice Check" every two paragraphs. Ask: "Does this sound like the

persona I have adopted?"

9.3 Error: Lack of Narrative Shape

The Issue: Descriptive pieces that are just a list of items rather than a cohesive spatial journey.

The Solution: Use a zooming technique. Start with a wide-angle view of the scene, then zoom

into a specific, significant detail, then zoom back out to the character's reaction.

10. Comparative Analysis: IGCSE vs. AS Level 9093
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Many candidates transition from IGCSE English (0500) to AS Level (9093). While IGCSE focuses

on functional literacy and basic summary skills, AS Level demands linguistic artistry. At the

IGCSE level, writing a "good story" might suffice. At the AS Level, the story is merely a vehicle to

demonstrate lexical range and grammatical complexity. The evaluation is no longer just about w

hat happens, but how the language constructs that happening.

11. Case Study: Level 5 Specimen Answer Analysis

In a specimen response for a narrative opening (Section A), a top-tier candidate focused on the olf

actory and auditory imagery of a library rather than the visual. By describing the "cloy of

decaying paper" and the "hollow tap of heels on linoleum," the candidate created a synesthetic

experience. This technical choice immediately placed the response in Band 5 because it moved

beyond the obvious (visuals) into the evocative (smell/sound), demonstrating high-level stylistic

control.

12. Broadening the Scope: The Future of 9093

The 9093 syllabus is designed to prepare students for undergraduate study in Linguistics, Media

Studies, and Creative Writing. The skills honed in Paper 2-specifically the ability to adapt one's

voice to different digital and physical platforms-are highly relevant in the 21st-century job market.

Whether writing technical documentation, marketing copy, or investigative journalism, the principles

of contextual adaptation and rhetorical strategy remain the gold standard.

By treating the 9093 Paper 2 not as a standard essay exam, but as a series of linguistic

engineering challenges, candidates can systematically approach each task with the precision

required for high-level success. The mastery of this paper is found in the balance between the

creative spark of the imagination and the disciplined application of linguistic theory.
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