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The Audi A3 (8V), produced between 2012 and 2020, represents a significant milestone in the
evolution of the premium compact segment. Built upon the Volkswagen Group's MQB (Modularer
Querbaukasten) platform, the 8V generation introduced a level of technical sophistication
previously reserved for higher-tier executive sedans. For engineers, technicians, and performance
enthusiasts, understanding the intricacies of this platform requires more than a superficial
knowledge of its marketing designations. It demands a deep dive into engine coding, transmission
architectures, and onboard diagnostic frameworks.

The Critical Importance of Engine Codes in the VAG Ecosystem

In the world of the Volkswagen Audi Group (VAG), the engine displacement (e.g., 2.0L) is merely a
broad category. The Engine Code is the definitive identifier that specifies the exact hardware
configuration, emission standards, and internal metallurgy of the powerplant. Identifying the correct
engine code, such as the CZRA found in certain 2017 Audi A3 models, is essential for accurate
parts sourcing, ECU remapping, and structural diagnostics.

Why VIN Identification Is Not Sufficient

While a Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) provides a broad overview of a vehicle's build, the
engine code provides granular details regarding the Turbocharger manufacturer (IHI vs. Garrett)
, the Valvetrain configuration (Audi Valvelift System), and the Fuel injection strategy (Direct
injection vs. Multi-point injection). Using an incorrect engine code during maintenance can lead to
catastrophic failures, particularly when dealing with timing assembly components or high-pressure
fuel pump (HPFP) tolerances.

Methods for Locating and Deciphering Engine Codes on the Audi
A3 (8V)

Locating the engine code on an 8V chassis requires a systematic approach. VAG employs multiple
redundant labeling systems to ensure technical traceability across the vehicle's lifecycle.

1. The Physical Engine Block Stamping
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The most authoritative source is the physical engraving on the engine block. In the 8V A3,
particularly the 1.8 TFSI and 2.0 TFSI variants, the code is typically located on the cylinder
block's transmission-side flange. This involves looking past the air intake housing toward the
area where the engine meets the gearbox. The code consists of a three or four-letter prefix (e.g.,
"CHHB", "CZRA", "DJHA") followed by a six-digit serial number.

2. The Vehicle Data Sticker (Build Sheet)

For a non-invasive identification method, technicians should locate the vehicle data sticker. This is
typically found in two places:
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